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Deciding Advantageously Before Knowing the
Advantageous Strategy

: Subjects reaching Controls Patients
The lowa Gambling Task period (%) 40 L e 5 100 100

Bad"decks ‘(Good" decks

111

punishment hunch period punishment hunch

(baseline) (baseline)

Anticipatory SCRs Anticipatory SCRs

Mean magnitude
of SCRs (us)

(ain per card $100  $100 850 $50 Bistmeicint o iiousian

Lossper10cards  $1250 §1250  §250  $250

Mean number of
cards selected

Netper10cards  -5250 -§250  +5250  +5250
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Diagram of the steps involved in decisioraking
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Attention to Intention
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Fig. 1. Activation of the pre-SMA associated with attention to intention as compared to attention
to movement only. The peak of activation is anterior to the vertical line passing through the
anterior commissure (the VCA line). The figure on the right shows the adjusted data for the time
course of the hemodynamic response for the group; these data were extracted from the peak of the
activation. The error bars represent standard errors. The points at which the data differed
significantly (one-tailed paired t test, P << 0.005) are marked with asterisks




Dan Wegner studies how we perceive
and control our minds. Why is it that
when we try to stop thinking about a
white bear, we become obsessed with it?
Do our conscious minds control our
thoughts and actions?
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